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SUBJECT: MINISTER OF STATE ON INTERNAL SITUATION 

1 . DURING CONVERSATION ON APRIL 19, MINISTER OF STATE AHMAD 
ABDU SAID TOLD ME THAT HE HAS RECOMMENDED TO PRESIDENT 
AL-HAMDI THAT "STRONG ACTION" BE TAKEN AGAINST THE PERPE- 
TRATORS OF THE RECENT ASSASSINATION OF QADI AL-AHJRI WHOM 
IT IS NOW BELIEVED WAS KILLED BY THE SINAN ABU LUHUM/MUHSIN 
AL-AYNI GROUP. SAID CONTINUED THAT ONLY IN THIS WAY CAN 
THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT PRESERVE ITS CREDIBILITY AT A TIME 
WHEN BOTH THE LEFT AND THE RIGHT ARE COOPERATING IN ORDER 
TO WEAKEN THE AL-HAMDI REGIME. (SAID MENTIONED AS AN 
EXAMPLE OF LEFTIST ANTI-REGIME ACTIVITIES, RECENT LEFTIST 
UNREST AT THE UNIVERSITY WHERE PRESIDENT AL-AHMDI FINALLY 
HAD TO SUSPEND THE STUDENT UNION ELECTIONS.) 

2. SAID CONTINUED THAT UNFORTUNATELY IN HIS VIEW PRESIDENT 
AL-HAMDI IS "TOO CIVILIZED" TO ORDER FOR EXAMPLE THE 

RETALIATORY ASSASSINATION OF SUCH FIGURES AS SINANABU 
LUHUM, WHICH COULD BE DONE QUICKLY AND EASILY. SAID 
CONTINUED THAT, MOREOVER, HE DOUBTED THA AL-HAMDI WILL 
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ALLOW HIMSELF TO BE FORCED INTO TAKDNG MILITARY ACTION 
AGAINST THE NORTHERN TRIBAL REGIONS BECAUSE AL-HAMDIS 
FEARS THE "LONG WRM CONSEQUENCES" THIS WOULD HAVE ON 
SUADI/YEMENI RELATIONS. SAID SAID THAT WHILE HE WILL 
CONTINUE TO URGE THE PRESIDENT TO TAKE STRONG MEASURES 
TO PROOTECT THE REGIME HE HOPED THAT THE SAUDIS WOULD 
ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT IN AL-HAMDI THEY HAVE THEIR BEST 
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FRIEND AND THAT IF AL-HAMDI IS OVERTHROWN BECAUSE OF 
HIS CAUTION AND PRO-SAUDI POLICIES, HIS SUCCESSOR 
MIGHT WELL BE MORE DIFFICULT TO DEAL WITH. 

3. SAID EXPLAINED THAT THE SAUDIS MUST CONTINUE AND 
INCREASE THEIR EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN THE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT ECONOMICALLY, POLITICALLY AND MILITARILY. 

ON THE MILITARY SIDE ESPECIALLY THE SAUDIS MUST 
SUPPORT IMPROVEMENT NOT ONLY OF THE GROUND FORCES BUT 
OF THE YEMENI AIRFORCE IN ORDER THAT YEMEN CAN DEFEND 
ITSELF AGAINST THE THREAT WHICH STILL COMES TO IT 

FROM THE SOUTH AND ITS EXTREMIST IDEOLOGY. SAID 
EMPHASIZED THAT YEMEN HAS NO AGGRESSIVE DESIGNS ON 
ANYONE BUT MUST STRENGTHEN ITS ARMY FOR DEFENSIVE 
PURPOSES. SAID SAID THAT AT THE SAME TIME THE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT MUST EXTEND ITS AUTHORITY THROUGHOUT THE 
ENTIRE COUNTRY AND THE SAUDIS SHOULD ALSO SUPPORT THIS 
EFFORT WHILE STOPPING THEIR SUBVENTIONS TO TRIVAL 
LEADERS IN THE NORTH WHO ARE TOO STUPID TO RELAIZE THEY 
ARE BEING USED BY LEFTISTS NOT ONLY AGAINST AL-HAMDI 
BUT AGAINST SAUDI ARABIA AS WELL. 

4. COMMENT: SAID HAS GOOD ACCESS TO PRESIDENT AL-HAMDI 
AND IS IN AN EXCELLENT POSITION TO REPORT ACCURATELY 
AL-HAMDI'S MOODS AND THINKING. ALHAMDTS CAUTION, AS 
DESCRIBED BY SAID, IS CHARACTERISTIC. THUS, WHILE 

THERE IS NO DOUBT GROWING PRESSURE ON HIM OT MOVE AGAINST 
THE NORTHERN TRIBAL DISSIDENTS, IT IS QUITE LIKELY THAT 
AL-HAMDI WILL EXHAUST ALL POLTICAL MEANS BEFORE MAKING 
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A FINAL DECISION TO MOVE MILITARILY. 

SCOTES 
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